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Actions Cost Thousands of Lives

Ex-CLA. Analyst Says

Westmoreland's

' By M.A. FARBER -

,'ineffect,contbeltves!
: : otA;nericu;soldiers.
' Mr.Aiagms!saformerCmﬂlmel-,‘
lijfmee ency analyst whose charge
of military "decepytgctm" regarding -
dertics dispuei:CBSdovélmm |
" es a i¢ .
-'Ta_ﬂfymgmredemmsmac«xﬁrzr
the trial of the general’s $120-million
_ libel suit against CBS, Mr. Adams re-

G&U!zl r;sa, the Vietnam War me-| _
mo and reflecting on
the dead. -

1 asked myseu' as an mlm'n he
said, “how many of the 45,000.who were |
{ on those slabs were killed, probably, by
’ g:oplenotustedintheofﬂdnlorderof
ttle for the enemy. At least one-third,
m?nytla;mone-hm." t"wlu:i“ » 4
[ — a8 pert o t Mr. Adams

and CBS have called a *' m
minimize the might of the North Viet-
namacse and Vietcong — West-
moreland ordered the removal of the

part-time, hamlet-based self-defense
forces from the of enemy
’ known as the order of battle,
According’ t0 the 1982 documentary,
| “The Uncounted Enemy: A Vietnam
‘Deception,” he imposed an *“‘arbi-
i trary”” ceiling of 300,000 on’reports of

|

. .twice as big, we had to do

: . Q. What was at stake in this battle
between the C.I.A. and the military
< aver enemy strength?

A. At stake, basically, was our.
policy in Vietnam. If the enemy was

to change our policy.-We could have
mobilized our forces to try to fight, or
we could have withdrawn. [ remem.’
ber all the le being killed while
we were pla with numbers on the
_sr:;veenGth1 oor of C.I.A. .
: -1.’s stepping on booby traps
and mines. These kids who were :
tighting the war. That’s what I was |
concerned about. 4
Mr. Adams, who resigned from the |
C.LA. in 1973 because of what he de-
‘scribed as “dlsl:;nest a **
enemy strength “American intelli-
gence,” served as a paid consultant to
CBS for the broadcast on Vietnam. He |
is a defendant at this trial before Judge
Pierre N. Leval, as is George Crile, the
producer of the documentary, and
xike “{!:llace, its n:l.lnwr Mr. Wal-

Ce, who was recently hospitalized for
what his doctors termed exhaustion,
returned to court y.

Mr. Adams, who is 51, had advanced
his thesis of dedeption privately within
Government circles before making it
public in an article in

im
- Mr.

! tremely careful” labors of Mr. Crile.

General Westmoreland, who con.
tends that the documentary talsely ac-| -
cused him of to the President and
the Joint Chiefs of Staff about the com-
position and size of enemy forces, sat
passivelyatthe.rmnﬁﬂ':ubhu
"Adams testified about the forma.-1
tion of his belief that sound

yers when court resumes tomorrow,
said he was “satisfied” with the docu-
mentary and particularly with the “’ex-

‘Massive Falsification® .

“I wtgs; sailtlsﬂed."y:: said, “in he
sense that it portra;

my view what I thought Wm&,

sive falsification of statistics,

battle statistics. It also portrayed accu-

rately information which I h:iugn

by

1967, and it has always been my
ttntitmthohyib;mofthaednu
from which all of the other eveats came
in train.”

WAS COn-
vinced of its importance, “with\ae "

zlneinlm.'l'heutidemedltedg‘
George Cbﬂ:fe' who workedctgg the
mguine orebecomlnga

ducer in 1976. - P

"the size of enemy fo!
No Offensive Capability

' General W&stmorehnd, who com-
manded American t in Vietham
from 1964 to 1968, has denied setting a

~
ceiling, arbitrary or otherwise, on the
order of battle. He also testified that he
deleted the Vietnamese self-defense
forces — newly estimated in late 1967
dt approximately. 120,000 — ,because
they had no offensive military capabil-
ity and their inclusion in the order of
| battle at twice their previous number
r:would have misled the press and Gov-
ernment officials., . . .. .
Yesterday, under “questioning ~by
David Boies, a CBS lawyer, Mr. Adams :
said that if the enemy had been listed at
| the half-million or more that he and
some C.1.A. colleagues advocated in
1967, rather than at the figure of 298,000
insisted upon by the military, that the
toll of American casualties might have
been significantly lessened, > .

_was played in its entirety

~mand to show progress in the war by

su|
! tell

. The scope of Mr. Adams’s contribu-

tion to the broadcast was underscored
Yyesterday when the witness recalled in-
terviewing one former military
20 or 30 times — ‘“‘a whole mess of
times®’ — f “out and
close friends with other former officers
long before the documentary was pre-
g:(x;ed in 1981 and rea ‘‘scores of
ks’* and ‘'winding this little crank”’
on a microfilm machine at the
of Congress ‘‘for about two months.”
'I'heso-mxnutedocumentz;roi .
yesterday for the first time in this 14-
week-old trial — alleged a ‘’conspir-
‘acy”’ by General Westmoreland’s com-

pressing and altering “‘critical in-
igence on the enemy in the year
leading up to the Tet offensive’ of
January 1968. As a result, it said, Presi.
dent Johnson and the American

—which|

Were caught “totally unprepared.”

that it was covering a key event in the'
: - e
Vietnain War. It demonstrated t6 e,
o whoit:oked !t.howuliwen
to. atit; - politics
could atfect

“We, in intelligence;,” he said, “had
tried to fool the American public, we

and even to -

ended Itg‘nk.intnoung ol

up, ourselves. I

thought the explained, at
least in part, how we managed to lose

this war.” iy
Still, Mr. Adams toid the jury, the

e was not ‘““the end of the

“I.feltthattu'emyhnbem

atet

.

s
e
A

jury| political pressures on General West: '

moreland to come up with the things he : | -
came up with,” to “come up with good . | -
news” for W witness .
said. But the and others denied |
wu:twithw!ntnhd."l_ IR
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g |

Adams “There's never been an ,
doit. W Oth‘:l';" l

to ‘e’re a great big country
and Vietnam is a little bitty country. I
don't think it°s enough to say the

did it.” - -
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